From left is Chris Montera, Kevin Creek, Kate Hawthorne and Eric Gundlach of the Western Eagle County
Ambulance District Community Paramedic program. Avery Cunliffe photo.

Making more housecalls

Paramedic program gains international attention

By Randy Wyrick
Mountaineer Staff Writer

Local paramedics are on the cutting edge of a pro-
gram to help keep uninsured patients out of hospital
emergency rooms.

Community Paramedic is a Western Eagle County
Ambulance District program being designed to bring
basic medical care to the homes of the uninsured, keep-
ing them out of hospital emergency rooms for non-ur-
gent care.

If most stuff goes like it’s supposed to, those para-
medics can lighten the load for a shrinking number of
primary care physicians. The paramedics will coordi-
nate with local doctors to provide basic medical care in
the patients’ homes.

“They’ll be an extension of the doctors’ eyes and
ears, working with public health nurses,” said Anne
Robinson with the Eagle County Board of Health.

Patients will not be charged for the service. The costs
will be picked up by savings in other areas in the medi-
cal system, gained by keeping people out of emergency
rooms for things like the flu and other common prob-
lems — things that are not emergencies.

The program is in a three-year pilot phase. After that
they’ll have the data they need to determine its success
or failure, said Chris Montera with the Western Eagle
County Ambulance District.

The idea is attracting international attention.

“We’ve never seen a program get off the ground this
fast,” said Chris Montero with WECAD. “The Commu-
nity paramedic model could be a national model for de-
livering medical care to those who cannot access it.”

The Mayo Clinic has taken notice and is sending
Montero to New Zealand to help lay out plans for the
program. They’re also sending him to Kansas and Los
Angeles. Interest from the UK. and other parts of
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Europe is high, but he won’t be getting his passport
stamped for those destinations.

Paramedics will start getting the additional training
in January and should be ready to roll by mid summer.
They’ll need 100 hours of classroom training and an-
other 100 hours of practical training, said Montera.

About the money

Robinson loves this idea, as does Dr. Drew Werner,
also with the board of health. Robinson is a former
nurse who’s seen just about everything nurses see.

One of the things she saw recently was parents bring
their 9-month old child to the emergency room with
flu-like symptoms. After the third trip to the emergen-
cy, the hospital admitted the child, trying to put every-
one’s mind at ease, Robinson said. The child is fine, by
the way.

The cost for that series of unfortunate events?
$17,000.

Community paramedic could have done all that for
less than $1,000, including fuel for the truck to get
them to the house, Montera said.

In Eagle County, 26 percent of the population is unin-
sured, 46 percent in the Eagle River Valley. Among La-
tino houscholds, 68 percent don’t have medical insur-
ance, according to the Eagle County board of health.

The Community Paramedics can help with such post-
op followup, hospital discharge followup, helping the
elderly remain in their homes for as long as possible by
doing occasional home visits to make sure everything
is safe. At the other end of that spectrum, they’ll also
do home visits for parents of newborns and toddlers,
to make sure new parents have baby-proofed their
homes.

“The program utilizes resources that we hadn’t
thought of before, in ways that will help the entire com-
munity,” Robinson said.”It won’t change the paramed-
ics’ traditional role, it will expand it.
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& released since 2002

Holden King of Atlanta,
Georgia with a hefty
Colorado River Brown,
guided by Matt Lewis.
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Splendid
Autumn Specials|

WEDNESDAY
18 0z Angus Cowboy Steak $32
Scott’s Special % Price Wine List

THURSDAY
“Surf & Turf” of Wood Oven Roasted
Maine Lobster & Rack of Lamb $34
FRIDAY
Wood Oven Roasted Fresh
Maine Lobster $34
SATURDAY
Whole Dover Sole
3 la Meuniére $34
SUNDAY
Splendido’s Famous
Coq au Vin $26
Lemon or Chocolate Soufflé $6
Weekend Wine and Champagne Specials

“Pre-theatre Special”, 5:30 to 6:15 or

after 9:00, 25% off the check
(except Saturday)

Splendido

AT THE CHATEAU

®

Thank you for a wonderful summer!
Our last day is October 10, and we will
re-open November 20th for the season.

See you soon for a great winter!

Autumn Hours: Open Wednesday-Sunday from 5:30
David Walford, Executive Chef ¢ Peter Vavra, at the piano bar
970.845.8808 SplendidoBeaverCreek.com

Your winter spa cover headquarters
FoxHor Tuss, BiLuiars & TV's
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Beginning fly tying classes start
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 20 & 27.

All three classes for 145
(includes Umpqua fly tying kit)

6:30-9:30pm @ the shop

970-476-FISH

Westgate Plaza across from the :
west entrance to Beaver Creek. © :):; S
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